
Example (of) two week(s) training program for farmers 
   
 
Goal of the training (Training goal):  
Learning and experiencing how Dutch farms are managed and controlled to achieve good 
technical and economic results with a high work efficiency.  
 
During this course you will learn all the basic elements to get good technical and economical 
results. You will stay on a farm where you can see all the working details and protocols. Also 
we will give lecture(s) about (on) the subject(s) below. This course will also help you to make 
choices (decisions) for your company. (help your decision-making process for…?) 
 
During this training you will have following topics: 

o Heat detection and signals, insemination at right moment 
o Success factors off group housing in the gestation 
o Colostrum intake / Cross fostering 
o Feeding strategies and condition score at mating, gestation and farrowing 
o Management and selection (of) gilts 
o Quarantine and Adaptation 
o Internal and external biosecurity 
o How to reduce antibiotic use and monitoring health status 
o Batch management: how many inseminations and farrowing, how many 

places do you need (mating, gestation, farrowing, weaning, finishers). 
o How to make a good team. 
o What is needed to improve farm efficiency. 
o How to get high economical results 
o Feeding strategies nursery 
o Different kinds of climate control, what are the key point(s) in climate control 

 
On the latest day (The last day) you will give a short presentation (about) what you have 
learned and how you can implement this on your (own) farm. 
In the end you will get (receive) a(n) certificate.  
 
Varkess will arrange for you the Hotel (or B&B), the transport, the food, the guidance all day, 
visit farms inside, lecture and hand [outs.. When you want (If you like, ..) we can also arrange 
some touristic tours. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of farmers we can visit: 
 



1.Farmer with 1500 Danish sows / new breeding TN 70 Topigs Norsvin,Dry Feed, grouphousing with 
boxes an groups with floor feeding, drinking cup system in farrowing room, moveable floors and 
nedap system, 38 PSY 
 
 
2. Closed farm with 450 sows and 4000 finishers. 
Sows dry feed, Grouphousing on straw with feedstations, 35 PSY .  
They have liquid feeding ( and by-products form the human consumption)  at the weaned piglets and 
finishers. 
 
3. Farm with 10 days system, 900 sows crossline Pic with Danish, own breeding, everything is liquid 
Feed, Nutrix system in farrowing,  grouphousing with boxes, 33 PSY. Fermentation of the grain. High 
heath farm. 
 
4. Farm with 1100 sows TN70 Topigs Norsvin, Dry Feed, grouphousing with feedstations, learning 
station for gilts, Nedap feeding system in grouphousing en farrowing, drinking cup system,  33 PSY 
 
5. Farm with 650 sows TN70 Topigs Norsvin, dry feed, mating room is Date Gate system, 
grouphousing with boxes, drinking cup system in farrowing room, moveable floors, automatic 
feeding, 37 PSY 
 

 
Group housing 

Feed stations 

 


